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16 MAY 1968 ; 


ICWORANDUM FOR: Diroctor ; : 
FeJoral Bureau of Luvestication 


Attention: tx, S.J. Papich 


SUBJECT ;0 Investigatioa in Japan of Report on Susvicicus 
Actions of Corald Loo Richares, Crizinally “" ~ 
Described as Tesenbling Suspocted Assassin of. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


ra 


1. Reference is made to the report concerning the sbove 


subject mado by tolephone to Kr. S.J. Prepich at 0930 on 17 April 
1268. Following is a full sccount of the investigation made in 


this case: 


A. On 18 April 1963 a United States Nctional 
Maritino Union official in Yokohar: reported that one 
Gerald Lee Richards, whe boro oa general physical 
resanblanco to tho descrintion given of the suspected | = 
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had arsived | 
in Japan about 15 April 1906S ond requested a position j 
aboard any ship going saywhoro, Richards bocaxe 
egitated when asked for a contact addross in Japan 
and refused to divulgo his Japanese residence, The ' 
National Maritine Union ofxacial descridod Richards 
as 5* 10" tall, 155 pounds, with browa hair, se reecding 
hairline on both sides, and a not very prominent scar ‘ 
two rand onewhalf inches long traversing the center 
forchead, his most outstanding charactoristic boing a 
disconcerting, idiotic grin resembling a constant 
eriance. According to Richards! documents and state~ 
monts, he was born 8 April 1937, applicd for scenan's 
papers in San Potro, C.liforuda, 1G June 19354 and 
registered there as a United Stctes National lsritime 
Unioa monber on 21 Pabruevy 1968 but never shipved out, 
Wis Social Security Nunbor is 562=15-5075; his Uaited ny 
States Coast Guard Nusber % 2711-782, eos . en. | 
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BS. A subsequent check with the Japracse Nathousk 
Police Acency confirmed tac bioczrephice cata cuuplicg 
by the National Maritimo Untoa oflictal, A were check 
andicated that Richeras orizinally resfteed ta Jarpea 
from 1963 to 1964 end marsied TARAYANA idehdko in 1fc3, 
Noth Richards and his wife left Jspen for the Vabted : 
States in 1954, Richowdcs retursod alone to Usps about 
15 April 1968, His wifo's address in tho United fictes 
4s listed as 160 Nosot (phonotic) Street, Corpoatecrin, ; 


California, 93013. 


C. A photograph of Richards obtained fron tho 

Japanese polico woo shown to tha National Meritine 

Union official and gdentiftod by him cs tho individual 
. in subparrgraph 1A obove who had spplicd for a geauen’s 

terth, Tio photograph of Richards besrva no oposront 

resonblance to photogcapus of cuspacted assassin 

Janes Earl Nay provided by tho Foeceral Cureau of 

Investigation, 


2. Tho abovo information has been given to tho Legal 
Attache of the United States Enbassy in Tokyo, 


FOR TICS DEPUTY DIRECTOR YOR PLANS: 


Bigned: Jaincs R, Hunt 


JAKMLS ANGLETON 
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